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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1912. 


Co  the  Chairman.  Cadies  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
jlpisham  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  1912. 

POPULATION.  — By  the  1911  Census  returns  the  popula- 
tion of  the  District  was  shown  to  be  17,334,  an  increase  of  291 
since  the  census  of  1901.  The  average  annual  increase  can  there- 
fore be  conveniently  taken  as  30,  and  on  this  assumption  I 
estimate  the  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1912  to  be 
17,374. 
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BIRTHS, — With  the  addition  of  one  “transfer,”  the  births 
during  the  year  number  352.  The  male  infants  largely  out- 
number those  of  the  opposite  sex^  the  proportion  being  as  29  to  21, 
The  birth-rate,  which  has  been  steadily  declining  for  the  last 
seventeen  years,  stands  at  20.2,  the  lowest  on  record.  The 
average  birth-rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  a little  over  21, 
while  for  the  five  years,  1896 — 1900,  it  exceeded  27  per  1000 
population.  At  first  sight  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  a declining 
birth-rate  with  an  increasing  population,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  in  rural  populations  there  is  a constant  and 
increasing  loss  of  persons  of  the  child-bearing  age  by  migration  to 
the  towns  and  colonies,  their  place  being  taken  by  those  who,  in 
advanced  years,  seek  the  country  for  retirement.. 


DEATHS. — There  were  226  deaths  registered  in  the  District 
which,  with  10  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District,  but 
whose  deaths  were  registered  in  other  Districts,  brings  the  total 
to  236  for  the  year,  and  gives  a death-rate  of  13  5. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  — The  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  numbered  27,  and  the  infantile  mortality  amounts  to  only 
76  7 per  1000  births.  These  figures  are  quite  satisfactory  when 
compared  with  those  for  the  rest  of  the  county.  Table  IV.  gives 
in  detail  the  ages  and  cause  of  death  in  each  case,  and  it  is  seen  by 
that  table  that  there  were  as  many  as  four  deaths  from  whooping 
cough,  while  ten  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  week  were 
attributed  to  congenital  causes,  and  that  only  one  death  resulted 
from  diarrhoea.  Whooping  cough  claims  many  more  victims  than 
some  other  infectious  diseases,  such  as  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria* 
which  are  wrongly  thought  to  be  of  greater  importance.  Un 
fortunately,  owing  to  the  protracted  course  it  runs,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  of  infectious  diseases  to  control.  The  comparative 
absence  of  diarrhoea  is  no  doubt  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  wet 
and  cold  Autumn  of  1912,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  dust 
and  flies. 
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OLD  AGE  MORTALITY, — Of  the  total  of  236  deaths 
132  or  56  per  cent  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  There 
were  55  deaths  of  persons  who  had  survived  four  score  years,  and 
the  certified  cause  of  death  in  many  instances  being  given  as 
“ decay  of  nature.” 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

UN-NOTIFIABLB  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.— There 

has  been  a considerable  amount  of  so-called  minor  infectious 
disease  during  the  year.  Whooping  cough  was  especially  wide- 
spread, and  epidemics  were  notified  through  the  school  system  of 
notification  from  the  parishes  of  Aylsharn,  Coltishall,  Colby, 
Curpustye,  Guestwick,  Heydon,  Hindolveston,  Oulton,  Reepham, 
Skeyton,  Swanton  and  Tuttington.  There  were  six  deaths 
registered  as  due  to  this  disease,  and  schools  were  closed  at 
Skeyton,  Hindolveston,  Coltishall,  Heydon  and  Corpustye, 

Measles  was  not  so  prevalent,  but  a somewhat  severe  epidemic 
prevailed  in  Reepham  during  May  and  June,  necessitating  the 
schools  being  closed ; cases  were  also  reported  from  Burgh, 
Coltishall,  and  Itteringham. 

Some  cases  of  chickenpox  were  notified  among  children 
attending  the  Wood  Norton  and  Skeyton  schools,  and  mumps  was 
prevalent  in  the  Spring  in  Buxton  and  Hindolveston. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  notified  (including  Phthisis  29)  ...  118 

Rate  per  1000  population  (excluding  Phthisis)  6 ’7 
Deaths  (not  including  Phthisis)  ...  none 

The  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  received 
this  year  is  due  in  part  to  the  inclusion  for  the  first  time  of  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  also  to  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever? 
which  occurred  at  various  points  in  the  District. 
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Table  Showing  Distribution  of  Notififd  Infectious  Diseases. 


Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

1 

j Scarlet  Fever. 

© 

> 

O 

tn 

c 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Pulmonary  Phthsis. 

1 

Totals. 

Alby 

1 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

1 

Aylsham  . . 

— 

1 

22 

2 

— 

5 

30 

Banningbam 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Brampton  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Blickling  , . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

S 

Burgh 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Buxton 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

f) 

Cawston 

4 

1 

1 

— 

- 

3 

9 

Coltishall  . . 

— 

— 

0 

- 

— 

2 

7 

Corpustye  . . 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

4 

Foulsham  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

6 

Guestwiok 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Hautbois  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Hevingham 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

7 

Hindolveston 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Ingworth  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Itteringham 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Kerdiston  . . 

— 

1 

7 

— 

- 

— 

8 

Lammas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Marsha  rn  . . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Oulton 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

Oxnead 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Reepham  . . 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

3 

0 

Saxthorpe  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Stratton  Strawless 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Swanton  Ahhott  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Whitwell  .. 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

2 

2 

Wickmere  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Workhouse 

— 

— 

2 

- 

— 

— 

2 

Total 

17 

10 

.57 

_4 

1 

29 

118 
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DIPHTHERIA.-Ah  ere  were  seventeen  cases  of  diphtheiia 
distributed  through  eight  parishes,  and  it  was  only  at  the  close  of 
the  year  that  in  the  village  of  Hindolveston  the  disease  appeared 
in  a form  approaching  an  epidemic. 

The  Council  have  made  arrangements  with  Dr.  Claridge,  of 
St.  Giles’  Plain,  Norwich,  for  the  free  examination  of  swabs  to 
assist  medical  practitioners  in  the  diagnosis  of  this  disease.  It  is 
also  a rule  that  no  child  may  return  to  school  after  an  attack  until 
an  examination  of  a swab  from  the  throat  gives  a negative  result. 
For  the  taking  of  the  swabs  for  school  purposes  a fee  of  2/6  is  paid 
to  the  medical  practitioner.  Injections  of  anti-toxin  (both  curative 
and  prophylactic)  are  given  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  for  each  injection  a fee  of  5s.  is  paid  by  the  Council, 
the  practitioner  supplying  the  serum. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  - In  contrast  to  the  year  preceding, 
when  only  six  cases  had  to  be  recorded,  scarlet  fever  has  been 
exceptionally  prevalent.  Fifty  seven  cases  were  notified,  and  there 
were  probably  others  which  escaped  detection.  Fortunately,  the 
type  of  the  disease  was  mild  and  there  were  no  fatal  cases.  From 
the  Table  giving  the  distribution  of  this  disease  it  will  be  seen  that 
Aylsham  suffered  most  severely,  and  that  an  epidemic,  beginning  in 
December,  was  still  in  progress  at  the  New  Year.  In  Kerdiston 
all  the  seven  cases  were  members  of  the  same  household,  and  at 
Coltishall  the  outbreak  was  limited  to  a single  cottage  in  Fire 
Engine  Yard.  Only  two  or  three  cases  were  notified  from  any  of 
the  remaining  villages  in  which  the  disease  occurred,  so  that 
although  the  total  number  of  notifications  was  in  excess  of  previous 
years,  Aylsham  was  the  only  locality  in  which  it  was  epidemic. 


Table  showing  the  Incidence  of  Scaulet  Fever. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. — There  h.ive  been  four  cases  notified, 
d'he  source  of  infection  could  not  be  definitely  traced,  but  in  one 
instance  tbei'e  was  a strong  suspicion  of  infection  from  mussels. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER.  — One  fatal  case  has  to  be  record 
ed.  The  circumstances  were  very  fully  investigated  by  the 
Inspector  of  Midwives  and  myself,  and  the  cottage  was  carefully 
disinfected,  'this  disease  is  of  exceedingly  rare  occurrence  in  the 
District. 


CANCER.-T  wenty  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
malignant  disease,  and  this  gives  a cancer  death  rate  of  1.1  per 
1000  population,  which  is  about  the  average  for  the  County. 


TUBERCULOSIS.- Pu’  monary  Tuberculosis  now  takes  it 
place  among  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  and  details  of  its 
incidence  are  recorded  in  the  columns  of  Table  II.  To  the  beginning 
of  this  year  (1912),  only  those  cases  coming  under  the  Poor  Law 
or  having  Hospital  treatment  were  notifiable,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Ptegulations,  1911,  came  into 
force  in  January,  1912,  that  all  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  included.  A further  and  final  stage  will  be  reached  on 
February  1st,  1913,  when  the  General  Order  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (dated  December  19th,  1912)  with  respect  to  the 
notification  and  treatment  of  ^‘Tuberculosis”  comes  into  force. 
Under  this  order  not  only  pulmonary  tuberculosis  but  tubercular 
disease,  in  whatsoever  organ  it  may  appear,  is  to  be  notified. 


During  the  past  year  I have  had  notified  to  me  twenty  eight 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  These  have  been  visited  and 
their  sanitary  surroundings  enquired  into,  and  in  many  instances 
remedied.  Advice  as  to  precautions  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
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Spread  of  infection  has  been  given  and,  when  found  necessary, 
disinfectants  have  been  supplied.  In  fatal  cases  the  room  occupied 
by  the  patient  has  been  disinfected. 


Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Phthisis  numbered  thirteen,  and 
there  were  four  deaths  from  other  tubercular  diseases.  This  gives 
a Phthisis  death-rate  of  0-74,  and  a Tubercular  death-rate  of  0 97, 
which  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  previous  year.  It 
would  be  unwise  to  place  much  reliance  on  figures  derived  from  the 
notification  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis.  It  is  a noteworthy  fact  that 
the  proportion  of  deaths  to  notification  in  the  past  year  is  unduly 
large,  and  it  will  no  doubt  take  a time  before  it  is  notified  with 
the  same  exactness  as  other  infectious  diseases. 


Although  I have  to  record  no  large  amount  of  work  done  in 
the  District  in  directly  fighting  the  White  Plague,  yet  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  every  sanitary  improvement  in  the  dwellings  of  the 
people  has  a very  important  influence  in  reducing  the  death-rate 
from  phthisis. 


During  the  coming  year  (1913)  a proportion  of  the  total 
number  of  sufferers  from  consumption  in  your  District  will  receive 
either  Sanatorium  or  Domiciliary  treatment  under  the  provisions 
of  the  National  Insurance  Act ; and  of  the  rest,  many  will  be  in 
a position  to  carry  out  a proper  course  of  treatment  for  themselves^ 
There  will,  however,  remain  a certain  number  of  consumptives 
who  are  neither  insured  persons  nor  the  dependents  of  insured 
persons  who  are  of  the  poorest  and  most  helpless  class.  The 
District  Council  is  responsible  for  these  and,  by  making  use  of  the 
extended  powers  granted  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  can 
provide  the  necessary  appliances  for  their  treatment  and  isolation, 
d'he  area  is  too  small  for  the  establishment  of  a Sanatorium, 
but  our  District  might  usefully  combine  with  other  Rural 
Districts  for  this  purpose.  Domiciliary  treatment  is  quite  practicable 
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and  naight  be  employed  in  suitable  cases.  Constant  use 
could  be  found  for  two  Revolving  Shelters  which  should  be 
constructed  so  that  they  could  be  easily  taken  to  pieces  and  moved 
to  different  parts  of  the  District,  as  required. 


Table  showing  Deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases  for  the 
Year  1912  and  Ten  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

1902. 

Deaths  from 
Pulmonary 
Phthisis. 

16 

Deaths  from 
other 
tubercular 
Disease. 

2 

Deaths  from 
all 

Tubercular 

Disease. 

18 

Tubercular  death- 
rate  per 

1000  population. 

1903. 

20 

3 

23 

— 

1904. 

14 

3 

17 

— 

1905. 

13 

7 

20 

— 

1906. 

20 

3 

23 

— 

1907. 

18 

2 

20 

— 

1908. 

15 

2 

17 

1-01 

1909. 

14 

3 

14 

0-83 

1910. 

7 

3 

10 

0-59 

1911. 

14 

11 

25 

1-44 

Average  for  ) 
ten  years  ) 

14-8 

3-9 

18-7 

1912. 

13 

4 

17 

0-97 

VACCINATION. 

EYNSFORD  SUB-DISTRICT. 

Primary  Vaccinations  ...  ...  144  (births  156) 

Children  exempted  under  “Conscience  Clause’'  23 
Summonses  ...  ...  ...  0 


BUXTON  SUB=DISTRICT. 


Primary  Vaccinations 

Children  exempted  under  Conscience  Clause 
Summonses 


139  (births  195) 
45 
1 
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These  figures,  when  compared  with  those  relating  to  previous 
years,  show  still  further  increase  in  the  proportion  of  children 
exempted  under  the  operation  of  the  “ conscience  clause.” 


ISOLATION . — The  Iron  Hospital  at  Aylsham  has  accom- 
modation for  three  patients  and  a nurse  but,  although  there  has 
been  a considerable  amount  of  infectious  disease  in  the  District,  no 
use  has  been  made  of  it  during  the  year.  To  be  of  practical  use 
an  Isolation  Hospital  must  have  a permanent  nursing  staff,  and  be 
kept  in  constant  readiness  for  the  reception  of  patients.  Hospitals 
on  these  lines  are  only  possible  in  Rural  Districts  by  having  a 
general  scheme  for  the  County  under  which  a Hospital  could 
be  provided  for  the  combined  use  of  several  Districts. 


SANITARY  CONDITION  of  the  DISTRICT. 

The  year  1912  will  long  be  remembered  as  the  year  of  the 
disastrous  August  Flood.  The  greater  part  of  the  District  is 
drained  by  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  Bure,  and  the  villages 
on  the  banks  of  this  river  suffered  perhaps  more  than  those  in  any 
other  part  of  the  County.  Some  cottages  at  Coltishall  entirely 
collapsed,  owing  to  their  foundations  being  washed  out,  and  many 
cottages  in  low  lying  localities  were  flooded  to  the  depth  of  several 
feet  and  rendered  uninhabitable.  The  flood  water  was  fortunately 
clean  and  comparatively  pure  and  the  abscence  of  any  unpleasant 
smell  in  the  flooded  cottages  a few  days  after  the  subsidence  of  the 
water  was  very  remarkable.  Some  anxiety  was  felt  as  to  the 
possibility  of  impuritities  having  been  washed  into  drinking  water 
wells,  and  in  some  instances  this  actually  occurred.  Hand- 
bills cautioning  householders  were  distributed  in  the  flooded 
localities,  but  no  case  of  illness  was  traced  to  polluted  water. 
Perhaps  the  most  serious  effect  of  the  flood  from  a health  point 
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of  view  was  the  dampness  caused  by  the  rain  driving  through  the 
walls  and  roofs  of  badly  built  cottages.  All  through  the  Winter 
it  was  the  exception  to  find  a cottage  without  a damp  wall, 
and  this  dampness,  combined  with  the  usual  lack  of  ventilation 
found  in  cottage  bedrooms,  must  have  been  the  cause  of  many 
cases  of  illness. 


Systematic  inspections  of  villages  have  been  followed  by  the 
cottages  being  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair,  the.  drainage  of 
some  of  the  larger  villages  has  received  attention,  and  the  record 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  a very  notable 
increase.  Altogether  during  the  last  year  there  has  been  greater 
activity  displayed  in  the  district  than  ever  before. 

DRAINAGE, — The  abatement  of  a long  standing  nuisance 
at  the  Bullrush  Pond  outlet  of  a section  of  the  Aylsham  drainage, 
which  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  a 
considerable  time,  has  been  accomplished.  This  outlet,  for 
years  a source  of  trouble,  has  now  been  connected  with 
the  Burgh  Koad  drain  by  pipes  traversing  a distance  of  1,220  feet, 
and  the  result  is  a very  great  improvement  in  the  drainage  system 
of  Aylsham, 

At  Heepham  an  improvement  hns  been  effected  in  the  sewer- 
leading  from  the  Sale  Ground  to  the  Market  Place  by  the  er-ection  of 
ventilating  pipes  and  the  fixing  of  a gully  to  take  the  storm  water-. 
In  this  town  also  important  work  has  been  done  at  the  main  sewer 
outfall  on  Mr.  Hoolah’s  farm.  The  detritus  tank  has  been  recon- 
structed and  two  inspection  chambers  with  air-tight  covers  built, 
the  sewer  being  relaid  with  12-inch  glazed  pipes. 

At  Cawston  four  untrapped  road  gullies  connecting  with  the 
main  sewer  have  been  replaced  by  Doulton  gullies.  This  completes 
the  Cawston  drainage  improvement  begun  some  four  or  five  years 
ago. 
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At  Foulsham  repairs  to  the  Cold  Harbour  Lane  drain  have 
been  effected. 

Eighteen  nuisances  connected  with  private  drains  have  been 
abated, 

WATER  SUPPLY.— I have  nothing  further  to  add  to 
my  remarks  in  previous  Annual  Reports  as  to  the  general  character 
of  the  Water  Supply  of  the  District.  As  the  result  of  the  heavy 
rainfall  in  August  the  water  in  many  wells  was  disturbed,  and  in  a 
few  instances  seriously  polluted.  Fourteen  wells  were  cleansed  or 
repaired  and  five  new  wells  were  sunk. 


PUBLIC  SCAVENGING. — Aylsham.  is  the  only  small 
town  in  the  District  which  has  the  advantage  of  a system  of  public 
scavenging.  Since  its  introduction  here  five  years  ago  more  than 
two  hundred  deep  privy  bins  have  been  replaced  by  pails,  and  sani- 
tary galvanised  iron  dust  bins  are  now  very  generally  used  instead 
of  refuse  being  allowed  to  collect  in  middens  and  the  dark  corners 
of  back  yards.  The  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition 
of  Aylsham  brought  about  in  this  way  is  very  marked. 


In  the  town  of  Reephara  there  are  many  nuisances  arising 
from  large  privy  bins  and  accumulations  of  refuse  which  can  only 
be  successfully  dealt  with  by  the  help  of  public  scavenging,  and  I 
would  again  urge  the  importance  of  scavenging  for  this  town. 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. — A large  proportion  of  the 
total  number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  are  in  connection  with 
privies  and  ashpits,  and  structural  alterations  are  generally  re- 
quired for  their  permanent  abatement.  In  crowded  localities  the 
bin  privy  is  rapidly  being  superseded  by  the  pail  system.  During 
the  year,  fifty-two  privies  were  either  built  or  altered  to  the  pail 
system. 
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SUPERVISED  PREMISES. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS,—  Beyond  routine  inspec- 
tion little  has  been  done  with,  pending  the  introduction  of  fresh 
legislation,  regulating  milk  supply. 

BAKEHOUSES . These  have  been  inspected  and  found 
generally  to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.  — The  sanitary  defects  found  in 
the  slaughter  houses  were  referred  to  in  my  last  Animal  Report 
and  I have  nothing  further  to  add.  In  one  instance  some  im- 
provement has  been  effected. 


HOUSING  & TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

The  general  plan  adopted  by  your  Sanitary  Committee  for 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  important  Act  were  described 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  last  year. 

During  the  year  inspections  under  the  Act  have  been  carried 
out  in  the  parishes  of  Buxton,  Skeyton,  Brampton,  Lammas  and 
Coleby,  a total  of  252  cottages  having  been  inspected.  Des- 
criptions of  a far  larger  number  of  cottages  than  this  might  have 
been  placed  on  the  sheets  had  it  not  been  recognised  by  your 
Sanitary  Committee  that  the  object  of  inspection  is  not  to  collect 
as  many  records  of  insanitary  cottages  as  possible  in  the  time, 
but  rather  to  bring  about  better  housing  conditions  in  each 
village  as  it  is  inspected. 
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Although  a lengthy  procedure  and  entailing  more  work  it  is 
found  better,  in  the  first  instance  at  all  events,  to  approach 
owners  of  cottage  property  informally  rather  than  to  serve  them 
with  a statutary  notice  requiring  work  to  be  done  in  a specified 
time.  There  must  therefore  be  a gradual  accumulation  of  work 
for  the  Inspector  as  one  village  after  another  is  added  to  the  list 
of  those  inspected,  and  the  task  of  seeing  that  the  repairs  ordered 
are  actually  can  il-J  out  in  a proper  way  is  far  more  arduous  than 
the  mere  discovery  of  defects. 

A local  enquiry  into  the  cottage  accomodation  in  the  parish 
of  Tuttington  was  conducted  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  the 
School  on  October  2nd,  and  although  the  epquiry  was  attended 
by  a number  of  labourers  who  were  occupying  insanitary  and 
overcrowded  dwellings,  no  strong  desire  for  better  accommodation 
was  expressed.  The  absorbing  interest  was  as  to  the  amount  of 
rent  which  would  have  to  be  paid  for  cottages  built  under  the 
Act.  As  a result  of  the  enquiry,  however,  the  Master  and  Fellows 
of  Cains  College,  Cambridge,  have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
build  two  new  cottages  for  the  accommodation  of  labourers  work- 
ing on  the  estate  owned  by  them  in  Tuttington.  At  a similar 
Local  Enquiry  held  at  Skeyton  on  November  19th,  the  result  was 
less  satisfactory.  The  enquiry  showed  the  need  of  a few  cottages 
of  abetter  type,  but,  that  there  would  be  a difficulty  in  obtaining 
an  adequate  rent.  Some  of  the  larger  owners  of  property  were 
asked  to  supply  the  deficiency,  but  so  far  without  success. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  for  the  year  1912  required 
by  Article  V.  of  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of  the 
2nd  of  September,  1910. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  - - 252 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which,  on  inspection,  were 
considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
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Number  of  representations  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a 

view  to  making  of  closing  orders  - - 8 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  - - - 0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders  - 78 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after  the  making  of 
closing  orders  were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human 
habitation  - - - - - 0 


Note, — Of  the  eight  cottages  reported  unfit  for  human 
habitation  five  were  unoccupied  and  the  remaining 
three  were  put  into  a habitable  state  of  repair  with- 
out a closing  order  being  made. 

The  chief  defects  found  to  exist  were  : — 

{a)  Dampness  of  walls  due  to  either  defective  eaves, 
guttej'ing,  leaky  roofs  or  badly  built  walls 

(b)  Defective  privies 

(c)  Windows  fixed  so  as  to  be  incapable  of  being 

opened  . - . . 

Bedroom  accommodation  found  in  the  cottages  inspected 
in  the  five  parishes  : — Buxton,  Skeyton,  Brampton, 

Lammas  and  Coleby. 

16  were  found  to  have  1 bedroom. 

136  ,,  ,,  ,,  2 bedrooms. 

^^5)  )>  5J  ^ 55 

11  ,,  ,,  ,,  more  than  3 ,, 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Part  III.  of  the  Principal 

Act. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Number  of  Factories  on  list  at  end  of  1911  - - 32 

Number  added  in  1912  - - - - 1 

Number  of  Workshops  on  list  at  end  uf  1911  - - 112 

Number  added  in  1912  - - - - 4 

Sanitary  defects  found  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  - - 7 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  - - 2 

Other  defects  - - - - 1 

1 have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  BACK,  M.B.  (Lond.), 

Medical  Oficer  of  Health  to  the  Aylsham 
Rural  District  Council. 

Acle,  Norfolk, 

May,  1913. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  the  Year  1912. 

1 5 and  15  and  25  and  45  and  65  and 

Causes  of  Death.  ah  Ages.  Under  under  under  under  under  under  under  up- 

1 year.  2 years.  5 years.  15  years.  25  years.  45  years.  65  years,  wards. 
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